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culture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


May  5)  19^0 
Letter  ITo  923 


Yesterday  Secretary  Benson  announced  storage  rates  and  handling  charges  under 
a  revised  Uniform  Grain  Storage  Agreement;  effective  July  1.    These  apply  to  commer- 
cial .storage  of  price-support  grain  and  to  grain  stored  by  farmers  as  security  for 
price-support  loans.    Eight  commodities  covered  are:  wheat,  corn,  oats,  grain  sor- 
ghums, barley,  rye,  soybeans  and  flaxseed.    Farmers  who  store  grain  commercially  will 
benefit  from  the  reduced  rates,  but  those  who  reseal  price-support  grain  on  their 
own  farms  after  the  first  loan  year  will  receive  less  in  storage  fees.     (Details  in 
USDA  releases  I31U-.6O,  1315-60,  1316-60.) 

2,  U-D  CONTINUES  AS  REGISTERED  WEED  KILLER 

In  response  to  questions  about  status  of  2,h-J)  as  a  weed  killer,  USDA  an- 
anounced  today  that  there  has  been  no  change  in  registration  of  this  chemical. 
2,^-D  has  been  widely  used  for  control  of  weeds  for  many  years.    The  labels  for 
this  and  other  registered  products  contain  instructions  and  adequate  precautions 
for  use  to  protect  the  public.    Registrations  are. given  under  provisions  of  the 
Federal  Insecticide,  Fungicide,  and  Rodenticide  Act. 


FORESTERS  OF  60  NATIONS  TO  TOUR  THE  UNITED  STATES 


Delegates  to  the  Fifth  World  Forestry  Congress  at  Seattle,  Wash.,  Aug.  29-Sept 
10, — many  of  them  world-famous  in  their  fields  of  forestry, — will  get  a  first-hand 
look  at  America  and  her  forests,  forest  industries  and  institutions. 

One  of  two  pre-Congress  tours  will  cover  a  large  part  of  N.Y.  and  Mew  England. 
The  second  will  be  a  1,200-mile  trip  from  Los  Angeles  to  Seattle  through  one  of 
America's  most  heavily  forested  regions.    The  five  post-Congress  tours  will  carry 
visitors  from  St.  Paul  to  Milwaukee,  from  Memphis  to  New  Orleans,  from  Spokane  to 
Salt  Lake  City,  from  Phoenix  to  the  Grand  Canyon,  and  from  Seattle  to  Sitka  in 
southern  Alaska. 


FOOD  PRICES  HOLD  TOTAL  COSTS  DOWN 


The  restraining  influence  which  retail  food  prices  had  on  the  overall  level 
of  prices  of  all  consumer  goods  and  services  last  year  has  continued  into  i960. 
The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics'  Consumer  Price  Index  averaged       per  cent  higher 
in  January-March  i960  than  a  year  earlier,  while  retail  food  prices  were  lower 
by  about  the  same  percentage. 
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NEWS  FROM  AFAR 


Postponed  tentatively  until  September  is  the  U.S.  tour  of  6  Russian  Information 
and  Science  ministers.    They  were  scheduled  to  arrive  in  Washington  May  2  to  begin 
visits  to  magazine,  newspaper,  radio  and  TV  facilities  throughout  the  country. 

As  part  of  their  job  of  helping  Taiwan  (Formosan)  farmers,  20  agricultural 
specialists  on  the  island  are  training  to  be  radio  script  writers,  announcers,  and 
technicians.    Their  courses  are  sponsored  by  the  Joint  Commission  for  Rural  Recon- 
struction joint  Sino-U.S.  commission  through  which  ICA  technical  assistance  is  offeret 
Radio  is  a  most  effective  means  of  communication  in  Taiwan  where  most  families  own 
or  have  access  to  a  set. 

SMOKEY  BEAR  has  a  cousin  in  Australia.    That  country's  Eush  Fire  Prevention 
campaign  is  being  aided  by  an  Australian  Koala  bear  symbol,  created  on  the  basis  of 
SMOKEY' s  success  here. 

STAFF  PEREGRINATIONS 

Jules  Renaud,  Chief  of  TV  Production,  represented  this  office  at  the  30th 
Anniversary  Institute  for  Education  by  Radio  and  TV,  in  Columbus,  0.,  this  week 
(May  ^-7).    Representatives  of  government,  industry,  advertising,  education, 
and  the  public  gathered  there  to  discuss  Freedom  and  Responsibility  in  Broad- 
casting, the  theme  of  the  Institute.    It  was  there  that  NATRFD  was  born  in  19^. 

Jack  Towers,  our  Network  Radio  Supervisor,  will  go  over  the  mountains  to 
Wheeling,  W.  Va. ,    this  week-end  to  address  the  Tri-State  Broadcasters  (W.Va, 
Pa. ,  Ohio)  mostly  agricultural  extension  folks  at  their  regular  quarterly  meet- 
ing.   Hosts  will  be  Hardrock  Gunter,  Farm  Dir.,  and  Paul  Myers,  Asst.  Station 
Manager  at  WWVA,  Wheeling.    On  the  way  home,  Jack  will  look  in  on  Foster  Mullena: 
and  co.  at  the  Univ.  of  W  Va. 

MODERN  COMMUNICATIONS  SPEED  MARKET  NEWS  FOR  FARM  PRODUCTS 

"Forty- five  years  ago  in  Hammond,  La. ,  a  shirt- sleeved,  suspendered,  commercial 
telegrapher  lowered  his  green  eye- shade  and  laboriously  began  to  click  off  the  first 
market  news  report."    This  is  the  opening  paragraph  in  en  article  to  appear  in  the 
June  issue  of  AGRICULTURAL  MARKETING,  monthly  magazine  of  the  Agricultural  Marketing 
Service.    From  there  it  traces  the  development  of  market  news  reporting  by  leased 
wire,  relay  stations,  pony  circuits,  teletypewriters,  automatic  stencil  cutters  and 
other  modern  tools  of  communication.    Tomorrow  these,  too,  may  be  outmoded  as  the 
Federal-State  Market  News  Service  turns  continually  to  new  and  better  techniques  for 
transmitting  messages. 

BIG  APPETITES  IN  OKLAHOMA 

Chief  Beaty  came  back  last  week  from  an  Oklahoma- style  chicken  barbecue 
with  a  souvenir.     It's  an  Okla.  State  Univ.  leaflet  on — guess  what--barbecuing 
chicken  and  turkey.'    Inside  the  cover  is  the  statement:     "After  a  boy  has  had 
his  first  hair  cut,  he  is  big  enough  to  consume  one-half  a  chicken.    Never  serve 
him  less..."    Then  it  proceeds  forthwith  to  show,  in  pix,  how  to  cut  a  chicken 
in  half  and  remove  the  back  bone  ready  for  the  grill.    Bet  you  could  get  a 
single  copy,  complete  with  sauce  recipes,  from  Edd  Lemons,  Head,  Ag  Info  Servicef 
OSU,  Stillwater,  Okla.     If  you've  had  your  first  haircut,  that  is. 


THIS  IS  WALLY 'S  YEAR 
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Wally  Erickson,  (KFRE  and  KFFJS-TVj  Fresno)  has  "been  named  farm  director  of  the 
radio  and  television  division  of  Triangle  Publications,  Inc.  we  learn  from  Roger  W. 
Clipp,  vp  of  the  Triangle  stations,  who  said  Wally  will  take  over  immediately  hut 
will  maintain  his  headquarters  in  Fresno.    Triangle  owns  WFIL-AM-FM-TV,  Philadelphia 
WN3F  -  AM-FM-T  V ,  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ,  WLYH-TV,  Lebanon- Lancaster,  Pa.,  WFBG-AM-TV,  Altoona 
Jamestown,  Pa.,  WNHC-AM-FM-TV,  Eartford- New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  KFRE-AM-TV,  Fresno. 
As  the  new  over- all  Farm  Director  Wally  will  help  "increase  the  scope  of  several 
agricultural  program  series  that  have  already  earned  honors  for  individual  Triangle 
stations",  Mr.  Clipp  said. 

Among  other  things  his  bosses  have  revealed  about  Wally  is  that  his  first  name 
really  is  "Waldemar" .    However,  this  shouldn't  hurt  him  significantly  with  other 
members  of  the  Nat'l  Ass'n  of  Television  and  Radio  Farm  Directors  because  he  is 
already  president  this  year.    He's  a  journalism  grad  of  the  Univ.  of  North  Dakota 
and  after  three  years  in  World  War  II  with  Uncle  Sam's  Navy,  he  got  a  master's  degree 
in  journalism  at  Stanford  Univ.    He  was  farm  dir.  of  KMJ  in  Fresno  for  a  time  and 
later  was  agri.  writer  for  the  Fresno  BEE*    For  a  year  he  was  Associated  Press  bureau 
chief  in  the  San  Joaquin  Valley.    He's  been  farm  dir  at  KFRE  since  1950 • 

SLICK  TRICKS  WITH  CHICKS 

A  "dip  and  coat"  system  for  preparing  plentiful  young  broilers  for  the 
frying  pan  or  oven  was  demonstrated  this  week  by  Edith  Swing  on  "Inga's  Angle," 
a  local  women's  show  on  WRC-TV  in  Washington.    Soy  sauce  and  cream  of  celery 
soup  were  among  the  suggested  dips,  and  coatings  included  prepared  biscuit  mix 
and  crushed  potato  chips.    With  herbs  and  spices,  seasoning  possibilities  are 
almost  endless.    Here's  one  place  where  a  creative  cook  can  let  herself  go,  and 
the  results  are  almost  sure  to  be  wonderful.'    Let  yourself  go,  Gals. 

IS  OUR  SLIP  SgOTOG? 

"Consumers  are  expecting  too  much."    Those  words  of  a  farmer  speaking  on  a 
panel  concerning  the  Widening  Gap  Between  Farmers  and  Consumers  at  the  HE  AMCE-KATRFD 
meetings  in  Philadelphia  keep  nagging.    There's  a  sneaking  suggestion  that  we  editors, 
writers  and  speakers  for  agriculture,  in  extolling  the  wonders  of  modern  scientific 
methods ,  may  have  led  the  consumer  to  expect  Utopia.    Have  we  neglected  to  mention 
how  Nature  still  plays  a  major  role  in  farm  production,  and  it's  not  always  benefi- 
cial?   The  shoe  fits  just  well  enough  here  to  pinch  a  bit. 

TWO  for  ti::  Wair' 

A  new  "shot"  for  our  Trail  photo  display  was  received  this  week  frcaa  Chuck 
iluller,  KOA  Denver.    Taken  at  the  ICOA  studios  on  April  28th,  the  occasion  of  the 
25th  Anniversary  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Service,  it  shows  Don  A.  Williams ,  Admin- 
istrator of  SCS,  and  Kenneth  Chalmers ,  Colorado  soil  conservationist. ... .Also  re- 
ceived today  is  a  handsome  photo  of  Paul  Yogel,  MEW,  St.  Louis.    Glad  to  have  you 
looking  over  our  shoulder,  boys. 

ADDITIONAL  CONTROLS  FOR  POULTRY  CHILLING 

As  a  result  of  extensive  tests,  USDA  has  formulated  new  procedures  to  con- 
trol the  amount  of  moisture  absorbed  by  poultry  during  processing  and  chilling. 
Specially-trained  teams  of  poultry  inspectors  have  beer,  assigned  to  make  checks 
at  plants  operating  under  Federal  inspection,  it  was  announced  early  this  week. 


OF  MIKES  AND  MEN 


Foster  Mullenax,  Assoc  Extension  Editor  in  West  Virginia,  has  launched  a  new 
radio  spot  service  to  each  county  in  his  state.  One  1-min.  spot  on  a  timely  topic 
will  be  provided  for  each  week,  to  be  recorded  by  the  county  agent  and  offered  to 

lo^"  st^lon        use  throughout  the  week.    Stations  contacted  thus  far  have 
responded  enthusiastically,  planning  several  runs  each  day.    Gardening,  landscaping, 

and  pest  control  messages  are  featured  Bob  Miller,  WLW,  Cincinnati    who  bright? 

ened  our  offices  for  a  couple  of  days  this  past  week/ will'take  four  weeks  to  Jour- 
?7<£LT    Y™thQ  f  TRFD  FrSSn°  ConventIon.    He  and  his  family  will  camo  en  route 
in  State  and  National  forests  and  parks,  and  maybe  some  farmer's  field.    A  trailer 
with  a  collapsible  awning  is  the  secret  to  comfort  and  ease,  says  Bob.    By  the  way, 
Bob  recommends  our  USDA  scientists  and  other  specialists  on  tape  as  excellent  stand- 
ins  for  bhe  roving  RFD  Two  farmers  recently  were  given  the  opportunity  to  cuiz 

Senators  Ellender  from  La.,  Proxmire  of  Wis.,  and  Congressman  Clifford  Mclntire  of 
Maine  from  the  studios  of  WGY  in  Schenectady,  N.  Y.    Live  pickup  by  wire  from  Wash- 
ington of  the  legislators'  replies  was  arranged  by  Don  guttle,  WGY  farm  director 

Congrats    Don    on  a  rare  bit  of  enterprising  public  service  Blake  McCreless,  who 

helps  edit  SOUTH  TEXAS  FARM  &  RANCH  NEWS ,  made  his  debut  Monday,  April  18,  with  a 
farm  and  ranch  program  on  radio  station  KENS,  San  Antonio,    It  will  be  a  daily  fea- 
*       I  P'm Ray  Carnay,  KBOX,  Dallas,  used  the  number  of  eggs  produced  in 
1959  and  number  of  hens  producing  them  as  the  basis  for  a  special  Easter  guessing 
fontest Hank'  Wilkinson,  N.C.  assoc  extension  editor,  reports  mixed  reactions 
to  experimental  use  of  musical  background  on  tape  recordings.    Some  people  are  very 
enthusiastic.     "Others",  says  Hank,  "think  we  are  crazy".    Let  us  know  how  you  come 

out,  Ham:  R&TV  student  trainee  last  summer  from  Oklahoma,  Jim  Crabtree,  will 

remain  at  Okla  University  (Norman)  next  year  to  work  with  the  Okla  Interscholastic 
Press  Assn.  on  a  part-time  basis  while  pursuing  a  Masters  degree.    Nice  going,  James. 

NET  GAINS  TIICS  T^EK 

NBC  -  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour       Nationwide  crop  and  moisture  roundup. 
ABC  -  American  Farmer  --  Bees,  our  partners  in  farming 
MBS  -  Claude  Kahoney's  Farm  Hews       daily,  see  local  listings 
Agri culture  USA  —  Twenty-five  years  with  REA  (on  tape) 

SEND  TAPES  -  THESE  STORIES  WILL  TRAVEL 

"Applying  Herbicides  Underground"  —  Vince  Marcley,  ARS,  describes  new  technique. 
(No.  1A50]  TIME:  1:23 

Water- -May  Be  the  Future  Limit  to  Farm  Production"  --  Dr.  Ted  Byerly,  ARS,  responds 
to  question:     "What  do  you  think  will  limit  our  farm  production  in  the  future1?" 
(No.  2A50)  TIME:     :  58 

Profits  from  Drying  Hay"  —  Dan  Teare,  REA,  tells  of  the  big  advantages  of  mechanical 
hay  drying.     (No.  1Q50)  TTM:  2:50 

"The  Biggest  Grain  Transaction  in  History"  --  Jack  Towers,  RkTV,  talks  with  Max  Myers 
Administrator  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  about  details  and  features  of  sale  of 
record  amounts  of  wheat  and  rice  to  India.     (No.  2Q50)  TIME:  3: 56 

Sincerely, 

'Layne/Eeaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


APiria  nil 

Radio  Rum  ®fr e cto rs 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


May  13,  i960 
Letter  No.  92*J- 


This  week  in  the  nation's  agricultural capital  has  "been  one  of  cooling  weather, 
warming  politics  and  sizzling  international  events  and  now,  on  a  Friday  when  the 
superstitious  should  stay  in  "bed  to  forestall  bad  luck,  we  flaunt  evil  spirits  to 
tell  you  that  things,  agriculture-wise,  look  pretty  good. 

FARM  PRICES  STRENGTHEN 

Brighter  prospects  for  agriculture  in  i960  were  forecast  Thursday  by  AMS, 
pointing  out  that  the  index  of  prices  received  "by  farmers  increased  5  per  cent 
between  mid-December  and  mid-March,  primarily  due  to  higher  prices  for  hogs, 
cattle,  broilers  and  eggs.    The  same  or  higher  than  1959  average  prices  are 
expected  for  the  rest  of  i960. ... .Supplies  of  fo^d  this  spring  and  summer  will 
about  equal  last  year.      Civilian  demand  for  food  will  remain  strong,  retail 
food  prices  will  rise  in  the  near  future  reflecting  seasonal  changes  in  supplies 
of  some,  "but  are  expected  to  average  close  to  those  of  a  year  earlier. 


MOST  CROPS  UP 


In  its  crop  production  report  out  last  Tuesday^  the  Crop  Reporting  Board  esti- 
mated 992  million  bushels  of  winter  wheat  (fourth  largest  of  record)  hay  stocks  down 
from  last  year  but  still  a  little  more  than  average,  late  spring  potatoes  11  per  cent 
more  than  last  year  and  7  per  cent  more  than  average,  April  milk  production  5  P®** 
cent  above  average,  and  April  egg  production  k  per  cent  below  average  for  April. 
Spring  vegetables  and  melons  are  expected  to  "be  5  per  cent  down  from  last  year  and 
average . 


RURAL  LIFE  SUNDAY  AND  SOIL  STEWARDSHIP  WEEK 


Next  Sunday  (May  15)  Secretary  Benson  will  call  public  attention  to  Rural 
Life  Sunday  (May  22)  and  urge  widespread  participation  in  its  observance.  The 
fifth  Sunday  after  Easter  traditionally  has  been  set  aside  to  emphasize  spirit- 
ual values  of  rural  living.    The  observance  is  sponsored  by  a  number  of  religous 
agricultural  and  other  organizations.    A  fact  sheet  suggesting  things  to  do  and 
listing  applicable  reference  material  is  available  for  the  kskisog.  National 
Soil  Stewardship  Week  opens  the  same  day,  sponsored  by  the  Nat'l  Ass'n  of?  Soil 
Conservation  Districts  and  various  nat'l  church  orgs.    It  is  observed  in  thou- 
sands of  communities  by  local  soil  conservation  districts,  churches,  civ^ic, 
farm,  youth  organizations  and  schools. 
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AT  THE  OHIO  INSTITUTE 

Jules  Renaud,  our  top  TV  man,  represented  us  at  the  30th  annual  Inst,  for  Educ. 
by  Radio     TV  at  Columbus,  Ohio  last  week.    He  reports      freedom  and  responsibility 
in  broadcasting  -was  the  theme,  and  brings  back  a  quotable  quote  from  Ralph  McGill, 
editor  of  the  Atlanta  Constitution:    "Newspapers  have  the  right  to  be  unfair  even 
though  morally  they  may  be  wrong,  but  radio  and  television,  using  the  public  airways 
not  only  must  be  impartial  but  must  enlighten  their  listeners  and  viewers."  New 
Fed'l  Communications    Coram.  Chm.  Fred  Ford  outlined  his  proposal  for  shifting  the 
telecast  band  from  its  present  channels  2  to  13,  to  channels  30  to  50,  and  Sen.  Gale 
McGee  (Wyo. )  member  of  the  Interstate  and  Foreign  Commerce  Committee,  averred  that 
the  bdcstg.  industry  cannot  adequately  regulate  itself  and  pointed  out  the  "success- 
ful" regulation  of  other  public  utilities. 

Several  speakers  listed  difficulties  in  trying  to  ascertain  what  listeners  and 
viewers  really  want  in  programming  and  one  quipped  that  "we  human  beings  dream  about 
immortality  but  we  don't  know  what  to  do  on  a  rainy  Sunday  afternoon".    Cmr.  Ford 
also  said  he  did  not  think  the  FCC  or  any  other  gov't  agency  could  or  should  try  to 
determine  the  public  interest.    This  determination,  he  said,  should  come  from  the 
United  opinion  of  all  500-plus  TV  and  3,000-plus  radio  station  managers,  for  they 
know  the  local  pulse  as  no  one  else  can. 

The  Canadian  Bdcst.  Corp.  and  the  Canadian  Film  Board  took  a  majority  of  the 
awards  for  the  "best  educational  radio  and  television  programs"  at  the  Institute. 

AROUND  THE  WORLD  IN  30  SECONDS 

This  week  the  Dep't  arranged  to  sell  $6,391,000  worth  of  wheat  or  wheat 
flour  to  Israel  under  P. L.  kQO. . ...American-blended  type  cigarettes  are  gaining 
in  popularity  in  Egypt,  but  more  of  the  tobacco  is  coming  from  other  countries 

than  formerly  Belgium  imported  a  record  2.8  million  bushels  of  soybeans  last 

year,  S&fo  of  them  from  U.S  Heavy  rains  give  Portugal's  wheat  crop  a  dim 

outlook  this  year  West  Germany  imported  28$  more  oilcakes  and  meals  besides 

increasing  domestic  production  22^  from  imported  oilseeds  last  year.  Reason: 

Feed  shortages  and  more  cattle  Our  share  of  the  cottai  market  is  higher  this 

year  than  last  in  all  the  15  major  cotton  consuming  countries  except  Austria  an< 

Italy.    Exports  were  at  a  high  level  in  March  Mexican  imports  of  U.S.  meats 

and  hides  rose  sharply  during  '59  as. domestic  demand  outstrips  production  

A  5-year  study  to  learn  what  produces  the  crimp,  or  wave-live  characteristics, 
in  cotton  fibers,  will  be  undertaken  by  the  Israeli  Ministry  of  Commerce  and 
Industry  on  a  grant  of  *kL5,200  Israeli  pounds,  from  foreign  funds  accrued  to  the 
U.S.  from  sale  of  commodities  under  terms  of  Public  Law  430. 

IT  PROMOTES  MARKETS,  TOO 

Having  done  most  of  the  work  on  last  week's  letter  and  thus  having  thought  con- 
siderably during  the  process  about  farm  broadcasters,  our  Edith  Swing  now  voices  some 
concern  for  the  diet  of  you  early  risers  who  probably  grab  a  cuppa  coffee  and  maybe  a 
sweet  roll  and  nothing  more  for  breakfast.    Edith,  in  her  responsibility  as  a  consume 
info  specialist,  says  this  isn't  enough  fuel  for  a  good  morning  start?  and  declares 
that  fruit  or  juice,  toast,  roll,  or  cereal  PLUS  a  protein  booster  like  eggs,  bacon, 
ham,  or  milk — to  get  into  high  gear,  is  important  to  your  health,  the  way  you  do  your 
job,  and  your  general  frame  of  mind.    Regardless  of  when  you  start  your  day,  plan 
enough  time  for  a  good  morning  meal  and  you'll  feel  better  all  day.    She  promises 
that  it  isn't  BREAKFAST  that  put  inches  on  your  waistline.    THAT  would  be  the  snacks 
stowed  away  later  trying  to  satisfy  the  gnawing  hunger  you  got  by  skimping  on  break- 
fast.   Come  to  think  of  it,  this  might  be  something  you  could  mention  to  your 
listeners. 
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OF  MIKES  AMD  MEN 


Henry  Schacht,  KGO,  San  Francisco,  writing  in  his  tri-weekly  farm  column  in  the 
CHRONICLE  mentions  that  "over  one-third  of  all  that  state's  railroad  shipments  are 
farm  products.    California  farmers  own  and  operate  17^,000  autos,  1^9,000  tractors , 
130,000  trucks,  10,000  grain  combines,  8000  pickup  hay  "balers,  3000  harvesters  of 
forage,  6kO  corn  pickers,  and  around  5000  mechanical  cotton  pickers  each  of  which 
!  costs  more  than  a  couple  of  high-priced  autos.    Fueling  and  maintaining  all  this 
machinery  puts  a  pretty  penny  into  circulation,  says  Hank,  under  the  heading  "Farm- 
ing Plus  Trade  Spells  Agribusiness"  Dave  Bateman  writes  from  N.  D.  Ag.  College 

at  Fargo,  that  he  will  "begin  furnishing  radio  and  TV  stations  in  IT.  D.  with  two  non- 
controversial  editorials  (on  phases  of  agriculture,  mostly)  per  month.    Also  he  pro- 
vides one-min, disc  recordings  to  radio  stations  on  timely  topics.    Already  sent  out 
are  platters  on  "wild  oat  control",  "seed  treating",  "Durum  acreage  increased",  and 
"if-H  enrolment".    He  uses  his  own  disc  cutter,  and  the  platters  go  out  in  mailing 
cartons.     "They  love  'em",  says  Dave.    He  also  makes  one-min  TV  spots. ...  .WXYZ, 
Detroit,  plans  an  all-mechanical,  early-morn,  daily  farm  and  consumer  show.    Only  the 
voice  will  be  "live".    Bob  Worrall,  :  Mich  State      will  help  with  film,  videotape, 
etc. 

FAQ  RADIO  CHIEF  VISITS 

John  Stordy,  director  of  radio  for  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization 
headquarters  in  Rome,  arrived  Monday  for  a  two- week  stay  in  the  U.  S.  and  Can- 
ada getting  up  to  date  on  the  character  of  Worth  American  broadcasting.  After 
N.Y.  and  Washington,  he  visits  Chicago,  DeKalb,  Toronto,  and  Ottawa.    Glad  to 
have  you  here,  John. 

GEORGE  LOESING  JOINS  WLW 

Never  underestimate  the  power  of  a  want-ad.    When  this  letter  ran  one  for  Bob 
Miller,  WLW,  Cincinnati,  who  was  seeking  an  assistant  farm  director,  we  didn't  ex- 
pect it  would  be  our  own  George  Loesing  who  would  answer.    Actually  it  took  a  visit 
here  by  Bob  to  bring  it  off.    Now,  George  with  Sarah  and  young  son,  Ricky,  leaves  at 
the  end  of  next  week  to  join  Bob  on  "The  Nation's  Station"  thus  helping  perpetuate  a 
long  tradition  of  service  to  the  agriculture  of  its  area.    As  happy  as  we  are  to  see 
George  move  to  such  an  attractive  spot,  we'll  have  trouble  filling  the  gap  he  leaves 
here.    A  summer  trainee  in  1956  from  the  Univ.  of  Mo.,  George  joined  our  full-time 
staff  upon  graduation  the  next  year.    With  Jack  Towers  he  has  been  a  prolific  pro- 
ducer of  such  of  our  radio  offerings  as  AGRI-TAPE,  Agriculture  USA,  the  American 
Farmer,  the  Nat'l  Farm  &  Home  Hour,  the  tape  library  and  sundry  others,  plus  a  little 
work  on  TV\    It  was  fast  becoming  a  habit  around  here  to  "let  George  do  it".  Well, 
it's  our  loss  but,  Godspeed,  old  boy. 

EXPORTS  AT  HEAR  RECORD 

The  Department  announced  today  that  U.S.  agricultural  exports  during  the 
first  nine  months  of  this  fiscal  year  were  at  a  record  rate  in  quantity  and  a 
near-record  in  value.    Cotton  accounted  for  about  half  the  nine-month  export 
rise  this  year,  with  oilseeds,  vegetable  oils,  animal  products  and  wheat  account- 
ing for  most  of  the  rest. 

Meanwhile,  authorization  to  Finland  to  purchase  up  to  $100,000  worth  of 
fresh  lemons  from  the  U.S.  was  announced  today.    Sales  will  be  under  terms  of 
Public  Law  k80. 


WITH  THE  NETWORKS,  ETCC 

May  21,  NBC  "IJat'l  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  12:05-12:25  ECO?.    "Soil  Conservation  in 
Hawaii". 

May  21,  ABC  "American  Farmer"  See  local  listing.    "Soil  Stewardship  Week". 

"Agriculture  USA"  for  next  weekend  "25  years  of  progress  in  rural  electric 
power".    David  Hamil,  Adm'r  of  REA,  with  Chas.  Stewart,  Mgr.  Warren  ELec.  Coop,  Bowl- 
ing Green,  Ky. ,  and  J.  Harold  Cash,  rancher,  pres.  Sheridan  -  Johnson  Elec.  Ass'n. , 
Kaycee,  Wyo. 

New  in  our  tape  library:    "Wheat  Mktg.  Quotas  proclaimed  for  l6l". .  .Forrest 
Beall,  Dep.  Adra'r,  CSS  -  No(3Q50)  TIME:  2:10 

"Castor  Oil  Gets  Research  Treatment". . .Vince  Marcley,  ARS  No(3A50)TIME:  2:06 
"The  l6o  Crop  Year— It  Looks  Good"  Geo.  Loesing  talks  with  Dick  Smith  of  the 
Crop  Reporting  Board  about  prospects  as  revealed  by  May  Crop  Repori$Q50  )IIME:  3:kk 


MAILED  TO  TV  REQUESTORS  THIS  WEEK 

REA— 25  Years  of  Progress.    Fifteen-picture  story  showing  conditions  before 
and  after  advent  of  RE  conditions  in  rural  areas  before  and  after  advent  of 
Rural  Electrification  Administration. 

SNOW  MELT.    Elevent-picture  story  of  our  Forest  Service's  latest  work  in 
regulating  the  melting  of  snow  for  greater  runoff  volume  and  control.  Includes 
fact  sheets  on  the  care  and  use  of  water. 

PRODUCTION  CAN  KEEP  UP 

Speaking  at  the  dedication  of  a  new  Agricultural  Science  Laboratory  at  the  Uni- 
versity Rhode  Island  tomorrow  (Sat)  morning,  Secretary  Benson  will  say,  "If  present 
population  trends  continue,  this  nation  may  expand  to  some  370  million  people  50 
years  from  now — -more  than  twice  the  population  we  have  today".    To  the  question,  how 
can  we  meet  the  food  needs  of  the  future,  he  says,  "Even  entirely  apart  from  such 
possibilities  as  farming  the  seas,  reclaiming  deserts,  and  controlling  the  weather, 
I  feel  sure  we  can  do  the  job,  and  more". 

"Despite  a  drop  of  one-third  in  farm  population,  farm  output  has  increased  70 
per  cent  in  the  past  20  years,    There  is  no  reason  why  it  cannot  be  more  than  doublec 
in  the  next  50  years." 

N.  C.  STATIONS  NIX  MUSIC  ON  TAPES 

Hank  Wilkinson,  who  rides  herd  on  radio  and  TV  work  at  North  Carolina  Statt 
College,  Raleigh,  is  in  town  today  with  his  boss,  ext.  ed.  Bill  Carpenter,  for 
conferences  with  USDA  folks.    Hank  reports  that  his  experiment  in  dubbing  back- 
ground music  onto  his  tape  recorded  interviews,  etc.,  furnished   Tarheel  radio 
stations  met  with  mixed  reception,  but  the  consensus  was  negative.    Hence,  no 
more  music,  says  Hank.    It  was  liked  by  a  few  stations,  especially  on  the  women" 
program  material.    Anyway,  it  was  a  new  idea  and  deserved  a  trial. 


Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


RFO  LETTER 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

From 

Radio  anj^eiBvislQn  Service 

/       it  AGff'c«truRf7 
Office  of  Infor^atiorf-tO.^S.C^partrtent  of  Agriculture 

ApR2  7,96,  / 

*W*  May  20,  i960 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


Letter  No.  925 


If  you  want  to  see  a  town  taken  over  by  highschool  kids,  come  to  Washington 
in  the  springtime. .. .they're  here  from  all  over,  mostly  in  thousands  of  buses.... 
also  here  last  Tuesday  were  89  USDA  Employees,  recipients  of  merit  awards,  in- 
cluding some  from  out  of  town  who    had  never  been  in  Washington  before. .Several 
enclosures  with  this  letter,  including  the  White  House  release  on  the  report  of 
the  panel  on  food  additives. ....Revised  grade  standards  for  live  slaughter  lambs, 
yearlings  and  sheep  go  into  effect,  June  19.....and  now  we  know  how  to  can  red 
grapefruit  juice. 

LAMB  AND  SHEEP  GRADES  REVISED 

Revised  standards  for  grades  of  live  slaughter  lambs,  yearlings,  and 
sheep,  effective  June  19,  were  announced  earlier  this  week.    The  changes 
are  similar  to  those  adopted  for  lamb, yearling  mutton  and  mutton  carcasses 
on  March  1.    They  should  have  the  effect  of  lowering  average  fatness  in 
the  Prime  and  choice  grades,  plus  making  more  animals  eligible  for  the 
prime  grade.    Copies  of  the  new  standards  are  available  from  our  AMS 
Livestock  Division. 


SURPLUS  FOOD  DONATIONS 


The  Agri.  Mtg.  Serv.  announced  today  that  USDA  donations  of  surplus  foods  at 
home  and  abroad  the  first  9  months  of  this  fiscal  year  totalled  a  bit  over  2 
billion  pounds,  a  shade  less  than  the  2.2  billion  of  the  same  period  a  year  ago. 
Domestic  recipients  got  729  million  pounds,  17*5$  less  than  a  year  ago,  due 
mainly  to  the  improved  dairy  situation.    Schools  continued  to  receive  available 
stocks  of  butter  and  cheese  and  gained  nearly  7$  in  total  volume  of  all  surplus 
commodities.    More  than  Ik  million  children  eating  lunch  at  school  benefited 
from  236  million  pounds  of  donated  commodities.    Supplemental  purchases  ex- 
clusively for  the  Nat'l  School  Lunch  program  are  not  included. 

THE  EARTH  IS  THE  LORD'S 


Soil  Stewardship  Week,  which  starts  Sunday  (May  22)  is  observed 
in  thousands  of  communities  by  local  soil  conservation  districts, 
churches,  civic,  farm,  youth  organizations  and  schools.  Secretary 
Benson  said  this  week/' It  is  proper  that  towns-people,  farmers  and 
ranchers  join  in  this  annual  observance.    The  soil  holds  spiritual 
riches  for  all  of  us  besides  being  the  source  of  what  we  eat  and 
wear.    We  see  God's  handiwork  in  each  greening  leaf  and  in  brooks 
and  springs" . 
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AROUND  THE  WORLD  IN  30  SECONDS 

Argentina's  exports  of  horsemeat  rose  sharply  last  year  as  the  U.S.  imported 
2.3  million  pounds,  for  the  first  time.    As  Argentina^  farms  become  more  mechaniz- 
ed, its  horse  slaughter  is  estimated  at  about  600,000  per  year,  of  a  total  horse 
population  of  about  k  million  last  June.    Cm-rent  prices  about  11^  per  lb.  for 
frozen  boneless  horsemeat.    Best  customer  is  the  United  Kingdom  (  16.6  million 

lbs. )... .Denmark  has  a  record  supply  of  pork,  19$  more  than  1959  about  half 

the  output  goes  to  the  U.K.  comprising  about  half  that  country's  consumption  of 
bacon. c . .Canada's  egg  production  increased  10  million  dozen  last  year  but  con- 
sumption was  down  slightly.    Some  of  the  surplus  went  to  Venezuela,  where  import- 
ers of  shell  eggs  now  are  required  to  have  a  license,  holders  of  which  must  also 
buy  domestic  eggs  at  a  ratio  one  to  ten.... U.S.  exports  of  rice,  coarse  grains, 
grass  and  legume  seed  are  up  over  last  year, 

FARM  REAL  ESTATE  GAINS 

Today  our  Agri.  Research  Serv.  reported  the  average  value  of  farm 
real  estate  changed  only  one  percent  or  less  in  30  states  between  Nov  1 
and  March  1.    Fourteen  states,  mostly  in  the  West,  had  increases  of  two 
or  three  percent.    These  raised  the  national  index  to  173  (compared  to  ; 
100  in  19^7 -ky).    Today  market  value  of  farm  real  estate  (land  &  build- 
ings) was  estimated  at  $129.1  billion  on  March,  $U  billion  higher  than 
a  year  earlier. 

WAGONER  TO  BINGHAMTON 

Wally  Wagoner,  farm  broadcaster  at  WHAI  Greenfield,  Mass.  for  the  past  three 
or  four  years,  moves  to  WNBF  and  WNBF-TV,  Binghamton,  New  York  June  1,  and  will 
be  succeeded  at  WHAI  by  Al  Wilmarth.    Congratulations,  Wally.  Welcome  to  the  pro- 
fession, Al.    WHAI  has  a  long  record  of  farm  service  extending  back  through  the 
tenures  of  Woodbridge  Brown,  now  at  the  Univ.  of  Mass.,  and  old  pro  Don  Tuttle, 
now  at  WGY,  Schenectady.    Wally' s  move  to  Binghamton    is  the  first  such  appoint- 
ment to  be  filled  by  Wally  Erickson  (KRFE,  Fresno)  in  his  capacity  as  farm 
services  supervisor  for  the  Triangle  Stations. 

SWING  AND  SPRAY 

Considering  that  you  fellows  probably  have  winter  duds  you'll  be 
storing  away  for  the  summer,  our  consumer  info,  specialist,  Edith  Swing, 
says  suggest  to  your  wife  that  she  use  the  vacuum  cleaner  frequently 
in  the  clothes  closet  to  keep  moth  and  beetle  eggs  from  developing  in 
little  cracks  behind  the  baseboard  and  in  dark  corners  of  closets  and 
under  furniture.    This  is  the  first  defense  for  your  heavy  suit  and 
your  long  handled  underwear.    If  you  want  to  do  a  more  thorough  job, 
after  the  little  woman  has  vacuum-cleaned,  spray  with  a  surface  in- 
secticide containing  lindane  or  clordane.    Moth  crystals  won't  protect 
clothes  in  an  open  closet,  but  in  sufficient  quantity  they  will  give 
protection  in  a  sealed-off  space.    In  open  spaces,  says  Edith,  you 
can  spray  the  clothes  themselves  with  a  solution  of  DDT. 

HELP  WANTED; 

A  few  days  ago  we  received  a  big  flat  package(12"  X12"  X  1")  from  one  of  you 
...four  5-inch  reels  of  tape,  presumably  for  dubs  from  our  tape  library,  without 
identification — if  this  bundle  sounds  like  yours,  let  us  know. 
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OF  MIKES  AM)  MEN 

Postcard  from  ''Andy"  Andrews  on  film  location  down  in  Kentucky  says  he  has 
watched  Barney  Arnold  on  his  TV  farm  show  (WHAS-TV)  and  he  looked  fine. .. .Andy's 
making  a  film  about  race  hosses . . . . John  Stordy,  the  former  BBC  announcer  who  now 
runs  FAO's  radio  operations  in  Rome  liked  some  of  the  TV  commercials  he  saw  here 

last  week  so  well  he  almost  succumbed  to  an  auto  installment  purchase  plan.  

Knowlton  Nash,  representative  of  several  Canadian  papers  and  the  CBC  here,  who 
used  to  be  heard  on  the  Int ' 1  Fed.  of  Agri  Producers'  tapes,  recently  covered 

Canadian  Prime  Minister  Diefenbaker 's  trip  to  Acapulco,  Mexico  nice  work.... 

Last  week's  Nat ! 1  Farm  and  Home  Hour  on  NBC  radio  featured  taped  reports  on  farm 
conditions  from  Frank  Atwood  (OTIC,  Hartford);  Ernie  Brevik,  (WDAY,  Fargo);  Derek 
Rooke  (WMC,  Memphis);  Cotton  John  Smith  (KGNC,  Amarillo);  Jack  Kreck  (WDAF,  Kansas 
City);  Chuck  Muller  (KQA,  Denver);  and  Ivan  Jones  (KGW,  Portland,  Ore);  arranged, 

of  course,  by  Milt  Bliss,  NBC's  agri.  rep.  and  producer  of  the  NF&HH   good  job, 

men  A  gentleman  here  from  Iran  who  does  agri.  info  in  his  native  state  in  that 

country  says  the  Russians  beam  farm  info  and  propaganda  at  his  people  via  radio. .. 
Glad  to  be  visited  this  week  by  Vera  Laustsen,  one-time  agency  man  dealing  with 

Nat'l  F&H  Hour,  now  managing  ed.  of  the  Dakota  Farmer  mag  Bob  Palmer,  New 

York  ad  agency,  sends  brochure  with  pix  of  2h  farm  bdcstrs  sponsored  by  one  of  his 
clients . 

SECRETARY'S  ANNUAL  REPORT  OUT 

The  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  to  the  President  for  the 
year  1959  is  just  out.  It  deals  with  the  current  agricultural  situation, 
accomplishments  for  the  year,  problems  of  agriculture  and  what  should  be 
done  about  them.  Highlights  of  activities  by  each  USDA  agency  in  1959 
are  presented  and  a  7-page  section  entitled  "Facing  the  Facts",  outlines 
agriculture's  challenge  in  the  years  ahead.  Let  us  know  if  you'd  like  a 
free  copy  of  this  66-page  report. 

CHURCHES  ACTIVE  IN  COMMUNITY  DEVELOPMENT 

In  a  monthly  newsletter,  "Agricultural  Notes",  written  for  town  and  country 
church  leaders  across  the  nation  by  Phil  Aylesworth  of  our  Fed'l  Ext.  Serv.,  Phil 
mentions  many  outstanding  community  development  projects,  a  method  of  working  with 
people  through  their  own  local  clubs  and  groups  which  has  caught  on  in  recent  years 
The  communities  analyze  their  long-range  needs  and  tackle  them  in  an  organized, 
cooperative  manner.    Today,  says  Phil,  there  are  4000  to  5000  communities  organiz- 
ed in  the  southern  states  with  specialists  to  provide  technical  guidance.  The 
state  extension  services  have  prepared  bulletins  and  guides  on  this  program.  If 
you'd  like  to  know  more  about  this  or  the  role  being  played  by  local  and  rural 
churches  in  community  development,  write  to  us  or  get  in  touch  with  your  state 
extension  leaders. 

FIVE  LECTURES  PUBLISHED 

Will, the  world's  food  supply  keep  up  with  population  growth?  Will 
exports  solve  our  problems  of  agricultural  surpluses?    Global  affairs 
are  having  a  significant  effect  on  agriculture .    Under  the  title  "The 
International  Age  in  Agriculture",  the  USDA  Graduate  School  has  published 
five  lectures  on  the  subject  made  during  the  past  year  at  the  Dep't 
by  some  top  authorities.    Copies  of  the  96-page  book  are  available  from 
the  USDA  Graduate  School  at  $1.75  per  copy.    It  is  not  a  gov't  publication. 
We  enclose  an  information  leaflet  for  your  convenience. 
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SWITCH  DT  CO,  ROTATION  PLAN 

Jack  Towers  came  back  from  the  Tri-Sta.te  Bdcstrs.  meeting  at  Wheeling,  W.  Va., 
last  week  telling  about  a  new  rotation  plan  for  co.  ext.  agts  in  the  W.  Va.,  Ohio 
and  Pa.  area  who  appear  on  Hardrock  Gunter's  farm  shows  on  WWVA,  Wheeling.  First, 
the  agents  will  do  surveys  in  their  respective  counties  to  determine  how  well- liked 
their  present  one-day-at-a-time  rotation  is,  then  they'll  go  into  a  i+-day-in-a-row 
rotation,  allowing  each  agent,  in  four"  consecutive  days,  to  pursue  a  subject  to  its 
logical  conclusion.    Then,  later  this  year,  the  agents  will  re-interview  their 
people  to  see  whether  new  approach  is  liked  any  better.    BesidesHardrock  and  Paul 
Myers  of  WWVA,  running  the  one-day  annual  meeting  were  Art  Smith  and  Foster 
Mullenax,  ext,  radio  dir.  in  Ohio  and  West  Virginia,  respectively. 

LAND  OF  RISING  SCHOOL  LUNCHES 

The  Japanese  Minister  of  Education,  T.  Matsuda,  and  the  president  of 
the  Japanese  School  Lunch  Assoc.,  M.  Ikezumi,  came  to  the  Dep't  last  Mon- 
day to  say  thanks  to  Sec'y  Benson  for  providing  25,000  tons  surplus 
nonfat  dry  milk  yearly  for  the  Japanese  school  lunch  program.    Over  half 
the  18,250,000  elementary  and  junior  high  school  children  in  Japan  re- 
ceive school  lunches  under  the  program. 

NETWORK  FARM  SHOWS  NEXT  WEEKEND 

NBC-Radio  —  World  roundup  on  international  agricultural  trade  Reports  from 
U.  S.  Agricultural  Attaches-  12:05-12:25  EDT  Sat. 

ABC-Radio-  —  June  is  Dairy  Month.    The  electronic  Age  comes  to  dairying  --See 
local  listing. 

Agriculture  USA-  (this  weekend)    We  can  rely  on  agricultural  chemicals. 
(13J-  min  tape  from  USDA. ) 

NEW  TAPES  IN  OUR  LIBRARY 

Send  blank  tapes;  order  by  number. 

"Research  is  Finding  New  Uses  for  Soybeans"-  Dr.  George  Irving, 
Deputy  Administrator  of  the  Agricultural  Research  Service,  comments  on 
how  research  is  tackling  the  job  of  finding  new  ways  to  use  soybeans... 
in  food  and  in  industry.  TIME:  1:36 

"Farm  Exports  Heading  for  Record  Quantity  This  Year"-  Bob  Tontz, 
Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  reacts  to  a  question  along  this  line: 
"I  understand  our  farm  exports  have  been  moving  overseas  at  an  extreme- 
ly fast  rate  recently .. .Just  how  fast  and  what  are  the  trends?" 

TIME:  1:50 

"World  Travelers .. .Be  Careful  of  What  You  Bring  Home"-  Vince 
Marcley  describes  an  incident  at  the  port  in  New  York  in  which  a  family 
tried  to  bring  in  a  large  variety  of  plants  and  food  products  that  con- 
tained insect  pests  not  wanted  in  this  country.  TIME:  2:00 

"Farm  Production  Costs .. .Still  Climbing"-  Jack  Towers,  talks  with 
Jim  Vermeer,  Agricultural  Research  Service,  about  the  trend  in  produc- 
tion costs--where  they  are  increasing  and  where  they  are  decreasing. 

TIME:  3:2k 

Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Enclosures    6  Radio  and  Television  Service 


RFO  LETTER 

To 

Radio  Far r&Jkectors 

From  \ 

Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

1  jURRENl 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


May  27,  i960 
Letter  No.  926 


Just  now  the  Crop  Reporting  board  told  us  that  prices  received  by  farmers 
declined  four-tenth  of  one  percent  last  month,  but  prices  paid  by  farmers  for 
commodities  and  service  went  down  too,  for  the  first  time  since  last  fall. ... .U.S. 
foodstuffs  are  en  route  to  disaster  victims  in  Chile  and  Hawaii ...  Cotton  experts 
get  a  gold  star  this  season... and  chicken  breasts  will  be  meatier. 

PRICE  INDEX  DOWN  SLIGHTLY 

The  Agri.  Mktg.  Serv.  reported  at  3  p.m.  today  that  prices  received  by 
farmers  declined  .1$  during  the  month  which  ended  May  15,  to  2^1$  of  the  1910- 
1k  average.    Eggs,  milk,  lettuce  and  tomatoes  were  down  seasonally,  though 
watermelons  and  cantaloups  new  on  the  market  and  cabbage  and  apples  nearly 
offset.    Meanwhile,  index  of  prices  paid  by  farmers  for  commodities  and 
services  including  interest,  taxes,  wages  declined  slightly. 

SURPLUS  FOODS  TO  DISASTER  VICTIMS 

Chile's  tragic  earthquakes  had  hardly  calmed,  and  violent  tidal  waves  little 
more  than  receded  from  shores  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Pacific  when  the  Depart- 
ment announced  yesterday  that  foods  from  our  surplus  stocks  are  being  made  avail- 
able to  victims  in  the  state  of  Hawaii  and  in  Chile. 

Under  long-standing  authorization,  agencies  which  handle  distribution  of 
donated  foods  under  USDA's  Direct  Distribution  Program  can  make  on-the-spot  supplies 
immediately  available  for  emergency  feeding,  to  be  replaced  later. 

In  Japan  and  other  countries  hit  by  the  vast  tidal  waves  recently,  U.S.  Gov't- 
donated  foods  can  be  distributed  for  any  emergency  needs. 


COTTON  SELLS  LIKE  HOT  CAKES 


One  of  the  brightest  stars  in  the  agricultural  firmament  lately  has 
been  the  increased  exports  of  our  cotton  which,  along  with  stepped-up 
use  by  domestic  mills,  will  leave  us  an  estimated  7.8  million-bale 
carryover  the  first  of  August,  1.1  million  bales  less  than  a  year  ago, 
and  the  lowest  carryover    since  1953-    The  disappearance  of  cotton 
in  the  U.S.  this  past  year  has  been,  of  course,  greater  than  our 
production. 

Exports  from  the  U.S.  during  the  '59-'60  season  will  total  about 
6.8  million  bales  while  domestic  mill  use  continues  at  an  annual  rate 
of  nine  million  bales. 


MALATHIQN  OKAYED  FOR  STORED  GRAINS 


Researchers  of  our  Agri.  Marketing  Service,  announced  at  mid-week  that  mala- 
thion  is  a  safe  and  economical  treatment  for  low  levels  of  insect  infestation  and 
damage  in  stored  grain.    Premium  grade  malathion  spray  or  dust,  applied  at  time  of 
storage,  will  effectively  protect  grain  for  a  full  storage  season,  provided  the  rec- 
ommended procedures  are  followed.    The  five-year  AMS  studies  show  that  malathion 
has  no  effect  on  the  odor  or  flavor  of  bread  made  from  treated  wheat,  nor  does  it 
impair  germination  of  seed  or  grain.    They  warn,  though,  that  this  treatment  is  not 
a  substitute  for  fumigation  to  control  heavy  insect  infestation  in  grain. 

ROUNDS  TO  WDAF 

Jack  Kreck,  WDAF  farm  service  director,  lets  us  know  this  week  that 
Dewey  Rounds,  formerly  of  KGNO,  Dodge  City,  and  of  KVOO,  Tulsa,  before 
that,  has  succeeded  Gary  Neilan  as  Jack*sassociate.    Gary  has  become 
public  relations  director  for  a  Kansas  City  firm.    Dewey,  meanwhile, 
flat  top  haircut  and  all,  his  the  ground  running  at  6  a.m.  last  Monday 
with  the  Farm  Weather  "without  one  second  of  dead  air",  says  Jack. 
Keep  it  live,  Dewey. 

SUCH  POPULARITY  MUST  BE  DESERVED 

The  Medicos  are  going  great  guns  with  closed-circuit  television,  according  to 
our  Jules  Renaud,  who  attended  the  second  Annual  Medical-Dental  Television  Work- 
shop at  the  National  Naval  Medical  Center  here  last  week.    Installation  of  video- 
tape and  closed-circuit  operations  in  hospitals  is  speeding  up  noticeably.  Navy 
doctors  have  found  that  the  Navy  corpsmen  who  sleep  through  training  films,  are 
kept  awake  by  closed-circuit  if  TV  is  put  in  the  title  of  the  production,  whether 
it  be  videotape  or  a  film.    Supposition  is  that  training  films  with  a  detached 
voice  narrator  do  not  have  the  impact  of  the  doctor  on  TV  camera  talking  directly  to 
the  viewer.  All  military  hospitals  in  the  Washington  area  are  tied  in  with  the 
closed- circuit  operations,  and  there  is  even  a  daily  autopsy "hour 

PAUL'S  AWARD  IS  GILT-EDGED 

Paul  Vogel,  WEW,  St.  Louis,  is  responsible  for  some  interesting 
awards,  too.  (see  page  3)    He  got  the  Nat'l  Stockyards  Co.  in  St.  Louis 
to  agree  to  donate  a  registred  bred  gilt  to  the  winner  of  WEW's  hog  price 
guessing  contest.    No  one  reckned  with  the  power  of  radio  or  the  interest 
the  contest  would  generate.    Each  day  Paul's  plugs  brought  in  large  batches 
of  entries.    They  ended  up  with  not  one  winner  but  by  wk°  tied  for  firct 
place! J    Not  all  b$  will  receive  a  gilt,  but  stockyards  officials  say 
they'll  be  rewarded  for  their  skill.    All  were  invited  to  the  market 
for  selecting  the  big  winner.    Others  got  a  consolation  prize  and  all 
were  guests  of  the  yards  at  a  steak  lunch.    Paul  also  has  a  contest 
going  in  Farm  Safety. 

HAPPY  BIRTHDAY M     Our  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  will  be  30  years  old  on  June  5. 
Ever  since  the  USDA  was  created  98  years  ago  it  has  been  active  in  foreign  trade  but 
it  was  in  1930  that  the  Congress  approved  legislation  enabling  the  service  which  FAS 
performs  today  in  worldwide  agricultural  reporting  and  working  with  private  enter- 
prise in  aggressive  marketing  development.    For  many  years  the  agency  was  called  the 
Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.    The  agricultural  attaches  in  our  embas- 
sies abroad  are  employees  of  FAS. 
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IT'S  AWARD  TIME 

NATRFD  will  receive  a  placque  from  the  Eolstein-Friesian  Association  of 
America  at  the  group's  convention  in  Syracuse  next  month,  "in  recognition  of 
cooperation"  with  that  group.    Don  Tuttle,  WGY,  Schenectady,  will  accept  on  behalf 

of  NATRFD  Congratulations  to  Emil  "Farmer"  Bill,  WMBD,  Peoria,  on  his  first 

quarter -century  as  farm  director  and  editor  there. .. .Arnold  Peterson  and  Frank 
Arney  helped  their  station,  WOW,  Omaha,  observe  37  years  of  broadcasting  last 
month. . . <>  NATRFD' s  veep,  George  Roesner,  has  become  a  movie  actor.    The  film  "The 
Tomboy  and  the  Champ",  to  be  released  in  June,  was  filmed  partially  at  the  Int'l 
Livestock  Exp.  in  Chicago  last  November  and  partially  in  Texas... Bill  Alford,  WMT, 
Cedar  Rapids,  last  month  was  one  of  11  lowans  honored  with  an  honorary  Iowa  Farmer 
Degree  for  "outstanding  service  to  voc.  agri.  and  FFA  activities'.'.  .KNBC's  farm  ed. 
Bill  Adams  (San  Francisco  )  has  won  1st  prize  "Certificate  of  Excellence"  in  the 
7th  annual  Cal.  Associated  Press  TV-Radio  Ass'n  competition  for  his  "Western 

Farm  Review"  heard  Sats.  5:35  to  6  p.m  <The  Nat'l  Milk  Producers  Fed.  has 

announced  its  i960  competition  for  the  "outstanding  farm  director"  in  both  radio 
and  television.    All-expense  trips  to  the  convention  in  New  Orleans,  plus  plaques, 
await  winners.    Bill  Bennett,  WCAU-TV,  Philadelphia,  and  Roddy  Peeples,  KWFT, 

Wichita  Falls,  won  last  year  .Overheard  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Southern 

Agricultural  workers  Ass'n,  "More  and  more  people  know  less  and  less  about  agri- 
culture each  year".    This  is  a  little  dangerous,  isn't  it?... Paul  Vogel,  WEW,  St. 
Louis,  agrees  with  our  Edith  Swing  about  breakfasts,  says  reason  he  doesn't  have 
an  ulcer  after  years  of  arising  at  3  a.m.  to  broadcast  is  that  he  always  eats 
a  good  bkfst  then,  even  if  he  has  to  force  it  down. 

WHAT'S  FOR  DINNER? 

A  new  edition  of  "Family  Fare"  (HG-l),  bringing  up  to  date  info 
on  nutrition,  food  planning,  buying,  storing  and  preparation,  including 
cookery  principles  and  methods  and  a  variety  of  recipes,  has  been  just 
revised  and  reissued.    First  published  10  years  ago,  it  has  been  one  of 
USDA's  most  popular  publications.    Single  copies  free  upon  request  from 
this  office. 

WHEAT  PRICE  SUPPORTS  ANNOUNCED 

On  Wednesday  the  Dep't  announced  that  minimum  1960-crop  wheat  price-support 
rates  had  been  set  for  terminals  and  2,857  commercial  and  2l6  non-commercial 
wheat-producing  counties.    County  rates,  ranging  from  $2.08  down  to  920  (non- 
commercial) per  bushel,  depending  on  location,  are  further  adjusted  up  or  down  for 
grade  and  quality  to  determine  supports  for  individual  producers.    The  rates  are 
based  on  minimum  nat'l  average  wheat  support  of  $1.77  Ver  bushel  for  '60  production 
announced  last  July.    Final  terminal  and  county  support  rates  will  be  based  on 
final  nat'l  average  support  price  to  be  determined  on  basis  of  supply  and  parity 

figures  next  July  1  Here's  how  some  more  of  our  accumulated  funds  of  foreign 

currency  received  in  return  for  P.L.  k80  sales  of  surplus  commodities  are  being 
used.    Four  grants  totaling  nearly  a  third  of  a  million  dollars  have  been  approved 
for  forest  research  to  be  sone  overseas  for  the  USDA.    More  specifically,  the  stud- 
ies in  India  and  Pakistan  will  be  of  the  balsam  wooly  aphid,  and  the  parasites, 
predators  and  diseases  of  this  pest  for  possible  use  in  biological  control  of  them 
in  the  U.S.    The  Spanish  grant  is  for  a  U-year  study  of  diseases  of  native  forest 
trees  to  determine  whether  they  contitute  a  possible  threat  to  the  U.S.  and  a  5- 
year  study  of  possible  biological  control  of  the  gypsy  moth. 
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THE  "INTIMATE"  MEDIUM 

Burdette  Peterson,  extension  editor  in  Nevada,  explains  why  ranchers  are 
observed  now  and  then  riding  the  range  with  transistor  radios  at  their  respective 
ears.    Probably,  says  Pete, they're  trying  to  locate  a  spot  where  radio  reception  is 
best.    When  they  find  it,  they'll  run  a  line  from  there  to  the  house.    This  is  a 
problem  in  sparsely  populated  Nevada  where  stations  often  are  far  away.    There  are 
hills  and  mineral  conditions,  too,  which  would  affect  the  waves.    Of  course,  it 
could  be  that  ranchers,  like  most  folks, just  enjoy  listening  to  radio  when  travel- 
ing,   SaddJ.es,  while  most  of  them  have  horns,  don't  come  equipped  with  radios  yet. 

NATIONWIDE  FARMCASTS       (Weekend  of  June  k) 

AGRICULTURE  USA— "Need  for  Better  Timber  Management  on  Farms",  13§ 
min.  tape  mailed  from  here  on  Tuesdays  • 

AMERICAN  FARMER  —"Poultry  Prospects  for  «60%    Ed  Karpoff  and 
Herman  Bluestone,  AMS.      ABC  radio  net.    See  local  listings. 

CLAUDE  MAHONEY'S  FARM  NEWS— Mutual  net.  See  local  listings  (Daily). 

NAT'L  FARM  &  HOME  HOUR— "Place  of  milk  in  modern  diet".    Dr.  Zoe 
Anderson,  Nat'l  Dairy  Council.    NBC  radio,  Sats.    12:05  EOT.  Named 
best  farm  radio  program  for  8th  time  recently  by  Nat'l  Ass'n  for  Better 
Radio  and  TV.    Congrats,  Milt  Bliss,  et  al. 

NEW  TAPES  IN  OUR  LIBRARY 

Send  blank  tape  for  dubbing.    Order  by  number. 

U.S. -Canadian  Agr.  Trade  is  Big  Business.    Fred  Rossiter,  our  Ag.  Attache  in 
Ottawa  mentions  mutual  problems.  (6A50)  TIME:  3:1^ 

Battle  Against  Smut.    Vince  Marcley  of  ARS  describes  strategy  to  beat  wheat 
smut  with  seed  treatment  and  resistant  varieties.      (7A?0)     TIME:  1:10 

Outlook  for  Egg  Producers.    Jack  Towers  talks  with  Ed  Karpoff  analyzing  price 
trends,  caution  producers  to  hold  production  plans  to  normal. (7Q50)  TIME:  2:08 

RESEARCH  ROUNDUP      (U-pix,  i^-story  TV  feature  pack)  mailed  this  week. 

AERIAL  SPRAYING.    Granules  and  solid  chemicals  studied  for  more 
uniform  crop  dusting. 

BEDS  FOR  BEES.    Artificial  nests  attract  alkali  bees  to  alfalfa- 
producing  areas. 

SHADE  MAKES  THE  GRADE.    In  hog  wallows,  it  pays  off  in  pork. 

STRAW- LESS  STRAWBERRIES.    Thin  polyethylene  sheets  make  crop 
earlier  and  picking  easier. 

OPENING  AT  UNIV.  OF  CONN. 

Don  Nelson,  dir.  of  the  Univ.  of  Connecticut's  Radio-TV  Center  at  Storrs,  sends 
greetings  to  his  "former"  colleagues  in  the  farm  bdcstg    profession  (now  that  he 
has  become  an  administrator)  and  says  he  has  an  opening  for  a  full-time  agricul- 
tural radio-TV  specialist.    Sounds  good  for  the  right  man.    Contact  Arley 
Backlund  at  the  Univ. 


Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief  ' 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


Enclosure  1 


